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False Campaign Material (Minn. Stat. § 211B.06) 

To be found to have violated section 211B.06, two requirements must be 

met: (1) a person must intentionally participate in the preparation or 

dissemination of false campaign material; and (2) the person preparing or 

disseminating the material must know that the item is false, or act with 

reckless disregard as to whether it is false. Thus, the Complainant has the 

burden at the hearing to prove by clear and convincing evidence that the 

Respondents either published the statements knowing the statements were 

false, or that they “in fact entertained serious doubts” as to the truth of the 

publication or acted “with a high degree of awareness” of its probable falsity. 

[1] 

As interpreted by the Minnesota Supreme Court, the statute is directed 

against false statements of fact. It is not intended to prevent criticism of 

candidates for office or to prevent unfavorable deductions or inferences 

derived from a candidate’s conduct. [2] In addition, the burden of proving 

the falsity of a factual statement cannot be met by showing only that the 

statement is not literally true in every detail. If the statement is true in 

substance, inaccuracies of expression or detail are immaterial. [3] 

 


