
 
CASTLE ROCK TOWNSHIP 

PLANNING COMMISSION SPECIAL HEARING 
APRIL 26, 2004 

 
The Planning Commission of Castle Rock Township held a special meeting April 26, 
2004 at the Town Hall.  Present were Jim Heiman Chair, David Nicolai Vice Chair, and 
Maralee Rother Secretary.  Also present were Tom and Karen Melson, and Diane and 
Arlene Schmidtke.  
 
Jim Heiman called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  
 
The purpose of this special hearing was to review the request of Diane Schmidtke, 3900 
240th Street, Farmington MN 55024, for a Conditional Use Permit for a home occupation 
to operate a photography studio called “Catch the Spirit Photography,” in the residence of 
Arlene Schmidtke at 3900 240th Street west.  This undertaking is done with the full 
knowledge and support of Arlene Schmidtke. The portrait studio will be located in an 11’ 
x 23’ space in the basement residence with entrance on the south (rear) side of the house.  
A stairway leads directly into the basement from the entrance.  Days and hours of 
operation will vary, as clients will be scheduled by appointment only.  The business 
insurance will be through State Farm.  All advertising and mailing pieces will have the 
business PO Box listed for mailing purposes and will not contain the studio address, and 
any signage placed on 240th Street will be for identifying the studio location for clients 
only.  
 
David Nicolai made a motion and Bob Dubbels seconded to recommend approval of 
a Conditional Use Permit, with review in five years after the date of approval by the 
Board of Supervisors.  Motion carried 4 ayes. 
 
Dave Nicolai made a motion and Bob Dubbels seconded to adjourn.  Motion carried 
4 ayes. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:40 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Maralee Rother Secretary 


